Qualifications aimed for and achieved

The QUALAIM field in the current student record holds a student aim while the student is on a course of study, and an achieved outcome at the end of the course of study. In redeveloping this field as part of the 2007/08 review we need to recognise that available code values may need to be used in slightly different ways in these two contexts. It is also necessary to reflect how the world has moved on in terms both of qualification frameworks and individual qualifications.

There are four qualification frameworks that need to be taken into account in this redesign process. The most relevant are the UK frameworks. For England, Wales and NI the HE qualifications framework identifies five levels (C, I, H, M, D) and these are aligned with the NVQ levels 4 to 8. The Scottish Credit & Qualifications Framework (SCQF), which is not HE-specific, is aligned with this except that the lower boundary of Scottish Level 7 is apparently slightly lower than the lower boundary of Level C / NVQ 4 (this is the lower cutoff for what may be regarded as HE in England and Wales, but, significantly, Scottish Advanced Highers fall into Level 7), and Level I /NVQ 5 is split into two levels in Scotland, Level 8 and 9.

The ISCED framework is used for international reporting, and four levels within it are relevant, Levels 4, 5B, 5A and 6. The Bologna framework for European HE harmonisation is still in process of development, but the current state may be summarised as recognising four levels: short-cycle, first-cycle, second-cycle, and third cycle. The exact assignment of UK levels, and certainly of individual types of UK qualification, to the levels in these classifications, is not always self-evident and may in some cases be contentious. Disclaimer: proposals in this paper are not intended to pre-empt further discussion of these issues, rather the hope is that they may stimulate such discussion in time to inform the development of the new coding frame.

Here is a table showing a proposed alignment of the UK frameworks against the two supra-national frameworks. For the UK frameworks it draw on the leaflet Qualifications can cross boundaries produced by the QAA and other bodies. This also shows the first letter of the corresponding codes proposed for use by HESA. The HESA code letters are those of the England/Wales/NI framework with some categories subdivided to reflect the need to distinguish between taught and research qualifications, and between levels 8 and 9 of the SCQF, and to capture qualifications below the level of the HE framework. The full qualification codes comprise one of these letters followed by two digits.

	HESA
	SCQF
	E/W/NI HE
	NVQ HE
	ISCED
	Bologna

	D
	12 - Doctorates
	D - Doctoral degree
	research
	n/a
	6
	third cycle

	E
	
	
	taught
	8 - Highly specialist Diploma from a professional body
	5A
	

	L
	11- Masters, SVQ 5
	M - Master’s degree, postgraduate diplomas, postgraduate certificates
	research
	n/a
	6
	?

	M
	
	
	taught
	7 - NVQs, Level 7 Diploma, Level 7 Fellowship, Level 7 Advanced Professional Certificate
	5A
	second cycle

	H
	10 - Honours degree, Graduate Diploma/Certificate
	H - Bachelor’s degrees with honours, Graduate certificates and diplomas
	6 - NVQs, Level 6 Certificate, Level 6 Diploma
	5A
	first cycle

	I
	9 - Ordinary Degree, Graduate Diploma/Certificate
	I - Ordinary bachelor’s degree, Foundation Degrees, Diplomas of higher education and other higher diplomas
	5 - NVQs, Level 5 Certificate, Level 5 Diploma, Higher National Diploma
	5B
	short cycle

	J
	8 Higher National Diploma, Diploma in Higher education, SVQ 4
	
	
	
	

	C
	7 - Higher National Certificate, Certificate of Higher Education
	C - Certificates of Higher Education
	4 - NVQs, Level 4 Certificate, Level 4 Diploma
	? 5B/4
	? short cycle / below classification

	3
	Advanced Higher
	
	3 - NVQ Level 3, ‘A’ levels, Level 3 Certificate, Level 3 Diploma
	
	

	
	6 - Higher, SVQ 3
	
	
	
	

	2
	5 - Intermediate 2, Credit Standard Grade, SVQ 2
	
	2 - NVQ Level 2, Level 2 Certificate, Level 2 Diploma, GCSEs at grade A*–C
	
	

	1
	4 - Intermediate 1, General Standard Grade, SVQ 1
	
	1 - NVQ Level 1, Level 1 Certificate, GCSEs at grade D–G
	
	

	A
	1,2,3 - Access levels
	
	Entry Level
	
	

	X
	
	
	
	
	


The heavy line indicates the lower border of HE.

HESA Qualification Codes

D00 Doctorate degree obtained primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation (typically three years of supervised work or the equivalent, typical title PhD, DPhil) [old code 02]

D90 Advanced supervised research at Level D for institutional credit (use this code as a closing code for research Doctorate students who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 62 in part]

E00 Doctorate degree NOT obtained primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation (use this code for ‘professional’ Doctorates with major coursework and professional practice components, typically DBA, EdD) [old code 03]

E40 NVQ Level 8 Highly Specialist Diploma from a professional body

E90 Advanced taught study at Level E for institutional credit (use this code as a closing code for taught Doctorate students who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 62 in part]

L00 Master’s degree obtained primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation (typically two years of supervised work or the equivalent, typical title MPhil, possibly MSc, MA, MLitt but excluding a taught Master’s as usually understood) [old code 04]

L80 Other postgraduate qualification obtained primarily through advanced supervised research at Level L written up as a thesis/dissertation. [catch-all in place of old codes 06 and 14]

L90 Advanced supervised research at Level L for institutional credit (use this code as a closing code for research Master’s students who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 62 in part]

L91 Visiting research students at levels D or L, with formal or informal credit

L99 Advanced supervised research at Levels D or L with an unspecified qualification aim (use this code for beginning research students not yet specifically registered for either a Master’s or Doctorate degree; if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 98 in part]

M00 Master’s degree obtained typically by a combination of coursework and thesis/dissertation, and NOT primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation (use this code for taught Master’s degrees, typical title MSc or MA). Post-experience Master’s degrees should be coded below [old code 05 in part]

M01 Taught Master’s degree designed specifically as a training in research methods and intended as a preparation for advanced supervised research (use this code only for MRes degrees and similar) [old code 05 in part]

M10 Post-experience
 taught Master’s degree (MEd, for example) [old code 05 in part]

M11 Post-experience Master of Business Administration (use this code rather than M10 for post-experience MBA) [old code 05 in part]

M22 Integrated undergraduate/postgraduate taught Master’s degree on the enhanced/extended pattern (use this code for MEng and similar) [old code 22 in part]

M40 NVQ Level 7 Fellowship

M41 NVQ Level 7 Diploma

M42 NVQ Level 7 Advanced Professional Certificate

M43 NVQ Level 7

M45 SVQ 5 [old code 51 in part, but this was probably wrong]

M50 Postgraduate Bachelor’s degree at level M obtained typically by a combination of coursework and thesis/dissertation, and NOT primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation (use this code for degrees such as BPhil, BMus if at Level M) [old code 07]

M70 Professional taught qualification at Level M other than a Master’s degree (use M71, M72, M76 in preference if applicable)

M71 Post-Graduate Certificate in Education
 (use code H71 for Professional Graduate Certificate in Education) [old code 12 in part]

M72 Post-registration education qualification at Level M other than a Master’s degree. [old code 26 in part]

M76 Post-registration health and social care qualification at Level M other than a Master’s degree. [old code 15 in part]

M80 Other taught qualification at Level M [old code 08]

M90 Taught work at Level M for institutional credit (use this code for taught Master’s students who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 62 in part]

M91 Visiting taught students at Levels E or M, with formal or informal credit

M99 Taught work at Levels E or M with an unspecified qualification aim (if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 98 in part]

H00 First degree with honours (typically BA, BSc, BSocSc, BEng; may be MA in Scotland) [old code 21 in part]

H11 First degree with honours leading to QTS/registration with a GTC (code BEd here only if it is at level H) [old code 20 in part]
H16 First degree with honours leading towards obtaining eligibility to register to practice with a Health or Social Care or Veterinary statutory regulatory body (only if it is at level H) [old code 18 in part]
H21 First degree with honours on the sandwich pattern [old code 21 in part]

H22 First degree with honours on the enhanced/extended pattern but at Level H [old code 22 in part]

H23 First degree with honours and diploma (to be obtained concurrently) [old code 23]
H24 First degree with honours on the intercalated pattern [old code 24]

H41 NVQ Level 6 Diploma

H42 NVQ Level 6 Certificate

H43 NVQ Level 6

H50 Postgraduate Bachelor’s degree at Level H

H60 Graduate Diploma/Certificate at level H [old code 32 in part]

H61 Graduate Diploma/Certificate at Level H but taken after a previous qualification at Level H (use H50 in preference if applicable) [old code 27]

H70 Professional qualification at Level H other than a first degree with honours (use H71, H72, H76 in preference if applicable)

H71 Professional Graduate Certificate in Education (use code M71 for Post-Graduate Certificate in Education) [old code 12 in part]

H72 Professional qualification at Level H for serving schoolteachers other than a first degree. with honours [old code 26 in part]

H76 Post-registration health and social care qualification at Level H other than a first degree with honours [old code 15 in part]

H80 Other qualification at Level H (use code H81 in preference if applicable) [old code 08]

H81 Other qualification at Level H but taken after a previous qualification at Level H (use H50, H71, H72, H76 in preference if applicable) [old code 27]

H90 Credits at Level H (use this code as a closing code for students at Level H who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 61 in part]

H91 Visiting students at level H, with formal or informal credit

H99 Taught work at Level H with an unspecified qualification aim (if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 97 in part]

I00 Ordinary (non-honours) first degree [old code 21 in part]

I11 Ordinary (non-honours) first degree leading to QTS/registration with a GTC (code BEd here unless it is at level H) [old code 20 in part]
I16 Ordinary (non-honours) first degree leading towards obtaining eligibility to register to practice with a Health or Social Care or Veterinary statutory regulatory body (unless at level H) [old code 18 in part]
I60 Graduate diploma/certificate at Level I [old code 32 in part]

I61 Graduate Diploma/Certificate at Level I but taken after a previous qualification at Level I or H [old code 27 in part]

I70 Professional qualification at Level I other than an ordinary (non-honours) first degree (use I76 in preference if applicable)

I71 Qualified Teacher Status/registration with a GTC only [old code 44]

I72 Professional qualification at Level I for serving schoolteachers [old code 26]

I74 Teaching certificate (trained through the medium of Welsh) [old code 45]

I76 Post-registration health and social care qualification at Level I other than an ordinary (non-honours) first degree [old code 15 in part]

I80 Other qualification at Level I

I81 Other qualification at Level I but taken after a previous qualification at Level I or H [old code 43 in part]

I90 Credits at Level I (use this code for students at Level I who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 61 in part]

I91 Visiting students at Level I, with formal or informal credit

I99 Taught work at Level I with an unspecified qualification aim (if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 97 in part]

J10 Foundation degree

J20 Diploma of Higher Education [old code 29]

J26 Diploma of Higher Education leading towards obtaining eligibility to register to practice with a Health or Social Care or Veterinary statutory regulatory body [old code 33]
J30 Higher National Diploma [old code 41]

J41 NVQ Level 5 Diploma [old code 51 in part]

J42 NVQ Level 5 Certificate [old code 51 in part]

J43 NVQ Level 5 [old code 51 in part]

J45 SVQ 4 [old code 52 in part]

J80 Other qualification at Level J / NVQ Level 5

J90 Credits at Level J / NVQ Level 5 (use this code for students at Level J visiting from other institutions, and as a closing code for students at Level J who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 61 in part]

J99 Taught work at Level J with an unspecified qualification aim (if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 97 in part]

C20 Certificate of Higher Education [old code 30]

C30 Higher National Certificate [old code 42]

C41 NVQ Level 4 Diploma [old code 52 in part]

C42 NVQ Level 4 Certificate [old code 52 in part]

C43 NVQ Level 4 [old code 52 in part]

C80 Other qualification at Level C / NVQ Level 4

C90 Credits at Level C / NVQ level 4 (use this code for students at Level C visiting from other institutions, and as a closing code for students at Level C who transfer in good standing to other institutions) [old code 61 in part]

C99 Taught work at Level C with an unspecified qualification aim (if used as a closing code, implies non-completion) [old code 97 in part]

341 Level 3 Diploma [old code 53 in part]

342 Level 3 Certificate [old code 53 in part]

343 NVQ Level 3 [old code 53 in part]

345 SVQ 3 [old code 53 in part]

350 ‘A’/'AS' level [old code 84 in part]

355 Advanced Higher (Scotland) [old code 84 in part]

356 Higher (Scotland) [old code 84 in part]

370 Professional qualification at NVQ Level 3 [old code 78 in part]

380 Other qualification at NVQ Level 3 [old code 76 in part]
390 Credits at NVQ Level 3 [old code 86 in part]

241 Level 2 Diploma [old code 54 in part]

242 Level 2 Certificate [old code 54 in part]

243 NVQ Level 2 [old code 54 in part]

245 SVQ 2 [old code 54 in part]

250 GCSE at grade A*–C [old code 85 in part]

256 Intermediate 2 (Scotland) [old code 85 in part]

257 Credit Standard Grade (Scotland) [old code 85 in part]

270 Professional Qualification at NVQ Level 2 [old code 78 in part]

280 Other qualification at NVQ Level 2 [old code 76 in part]

290 Credits at NVQ Level 2 [old code 86 in part]

142 Level 1 Certificate [old code 55 in part]

143 NVQ Level 1 [old code 55 in part]

145 SVQ 1 [old code 55 in part]

150 GCSEs at grade D–G [old code 85 in part]

156 Intermediate 1 (Scotland) [old code 85 in part]

157 General Standard Grade (Scotland) [old code 85 in part]

170 Professional Qualification at NVQ Level 1 [old code 78 in part]

180 Other qualification at NVQ Level 1 [old code 76 in part]

190 Credits at NVQ Level 1 [old code 86 in part]

A42 Entry Level Certificate (NQF) [old code 77 in part]

A57 Foundation Standard Grade (Scotland) [old code 77 in part]

A80 Other qualification at FE Access Level [old code 77 in part]

A90 Credits at FE Access Level [old code 86 in part]

X00 HE Access course, QAA recognised [old code 79]

X01 HE Access course, not QAA recognised [old code 80]

X40 Welsh for Adults [old code 83]

X99 No formal qualification aim, below HE level [old code 99]

� ‘Post-experience’ implies a period of at least two years’ relevant work experience as a pre-requisite for entry to the programme leading to the qualification. Do not use this category simply because a qualification is being taken post-experience.


� see http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/FHEQ/PGCEstatement.asp





