
Students in Higher Education Institutions 1999/2000 Table 3a

Table 3a - First Year Full-time First Degree Students by Subject of Study, Age and Expected Length of Programme 1999/2000

Length of Programme (Years)

Total(1)
Under 21 

years
21 years 

& over     <=1
>1& 
<=2

>2& 
<=3

>3& 
<=4

>4& 
<=5 >5

1 1. Medicine & dentistry 6430 5550 880 150 370 440 20 4810 640 1
2 Pre-clinical medicine 4360 3920 450 40 340 420 20 3320 220 2
3 Pre-clinical dentistry 800 740 60 80 40 0 0 630 60 3
4 Clinical medicine 690 350 340 20 0 10 0 610 50 4
5 Clinical dentistry 60 50 ~ ~ 0 0 ~ 50 0 5
6 Balanced combinations within medicine & dentistry 510 490 30 0 0 0 0 200 310 6

7 2. Subjects allied to medicine 19140 11750 7370 1210 550 11350 5290 240 70 7
8 Anatomy & physiology 1190 1060 130 30 0 1070 90 0 0 8
9 Pharmacology 600 480 120 ~ 0 470 100 ~ 0 9

10 Pharmacy 1920 1680 240 0 0 260 1540 120 0 10
11 Nutrition 470 340 130 0 30 140 290 ~ 0 11
12 Ophthalmics 700 580 120 ~ 0 610 80 0 0 12
13 Audiology 310 250 60 0 0 280 30 0 0 13
14 Nursing 5470 1840 3620 970 510 2690 1000 70 ~ 14
15 Medical technology 930 620 310 30 ~ 610 240 0 0 15
16 Other medical subjects 7340 4720 2610 170 0 5040 1880 40 60 16
17 Balanced combinations within subjects allied to medicine 220 190 30 ~ 0 190 30 0 0 17

18 3. Biological sciences 22110 18720 3380 120 20 16650 4800 50 0 18
19 Biology 5550 4880 670 10 10 3710 1720 20 0 19
20 Botany 40 30 20 ~ 0 40 ~ 0 0 20
21 Zoology 820 730 100 0 0 700 120 0 0 21
22 Genetics 400 370 30 ~ 0 320 80 ~ 0 22
23 Microbiology 480 390 90 ~ 0 370 100 10 0 23
24 Molecular biology & biophysics 170 150 20 ~ 0 140 20 0 0 24
25 Biochemistry 1950 1710 240 10 0 1270 640 10 0 25
26 Psychology (not solely as social science) 7020 5740 1270 20 ~ 5850 1140 0 0 26
27 Other biological sciences 5110 4230 880 70 ~ 3840 840 0 0 27
28 Balanced combinations within biological sciences 580 500 80 0 0 420 140 ~ 0 28

29 4. Veterinary science 690 540 140 0 ~ 90 40 550 ~ 29
30 Veterinary sciences 690 540 140 0 ~ 90 40 550 ~ 30

31 5. Agriculture & related subjects 2500 1770 720 60 20 1300 1090 10 0 31
32 Agriculture 1640 1190 450 30 ~ 900 700 0 0 32
33 Forestry 90 50 40 20 0 20 50 ~ 0 33
34 Food science 510 360 150 ~ 20 270 210 0 0 34
35 Agricultural sciences 70 70 ~ 0 0 40 40 0 0 35
36 Other agricultural subjects 180 110 70 0 ~ 70 100 ~ 0 36
37 Balanced combinations within agriculture & related subjects ~ ~ ~ 0 0 ~ ~ 0 0 37

38 6. Physical sciences 14900 12920 1970 50 ~ 8850 5670 250 0 38
39 Chemistry 3820 3390 420 10 0 1370 2240 140 0 39
40 Materials science 70 50 10 0 0 40 20 ~ 0 40
41 Physics 2880 2590 290 ~ 0 1000 1760 100 0 41
42 Archaeology as a physical science 390 310 80 10 0 330 50 0 0 42
43 Astronomy 150 140 10 ~ 0 30 120 0 0 43
44 Geology 1300 1140 150 ~ 0 920 380 0 0 44
45 Oceanography 180 150 30 0 0 160 10 0 0 45
46 Geography studies as a science 2960 2810 140 ~ ~ 2590 370 ~ 0 46
47 Environmental science & other physical sciences 2740 1940 800 10 ~ 2090 630 ~ 0 47
48 Balanced combinations within physical sciences 420 390 30 0 0 330 80 ~ 0 48

In this table, all numbers between one and nine have been expressed as ~. Other numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest ten. 
Zero represents zero.
(1) Students of unknown age or length of programme are included in total figures but not in separate breakdowns.
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49 7. Mathematical sciences 5130 4650 480 ~ ~ 3030 1990 40 ~ 49
50 Mathematics 4590 4170 420 ~ ~ 2690 1800 30 ~ 50
51 Statistics 310 260 50 0 0 230 70 ~ ~ 51
52 Other mathematical sciences 80 70 ~ 0 0 20 50 ~ 0 52
53 Balanced combinations within mathematical sciences 160 150 ~ 0 0 90 70 0 0 53

54 8. Computer science 20490 14760 5720 340 460 9190 9550 390 ~ 54
55 Computing science 20490 14760 5720 340 460 9190 9550 390 ~ 55

56 9. Engineering & technology 26160 19340 6790 1060 190 9000 12660 2210 80 56
57 General engineering 3310 2550 760 420 30 690 1490 520 30 57
58 Civil engineering 2940 2160 770 80 20 1100 1530 200 0 58
59 Mechanical engineering 4530 3420 1110 150 ~ 1400 2320 440 ~ 59
60 Aeronautical engineering 1330 1150 180 0 0 420 780 130 ~ 60
61 Electrical engineering 1110 670 430 50 ~ 370 610 40 0 61
62 Electronic engineering 5930 4060 1870 230 70 2190 2790 280 ~ 62
63 Production engineering 1970 1460 510 20 50 710 700 320 20 63
64 Chemical engineering 1050 940 110 30 0 200 670 130 10 64
65 Other engineering 150 110 40 0 0 80 70 ~ 0 65
66 Minerals technology 100 80 30 ~ 0 70 30 0 0 66
67 Metallurgy 50 50 0 0 0 40 ~ 0 0 67
68 Ceramics & glasses 30 10 10 0 0 30 0 0 0 68
69 Polymers & textiles 780 580 200 30 0 370 380 0 0 69
70 Other materials technology 320 250 70 ~ 0 160 140 ~ 0 70
71 Maritime technology 420 280 140 0 0 300 120 ~ 0 71
72 Biotechnology 120 100 20 0 0 80 30 ~ 0 72
73 Other technologies 380 290 90 ~ ~ 190 150 0 0 73
74 Balanced combinations within engineering & technology 1650 1190 470 40 0 610 850 140 ~ 74

75 10. Architecture, building & planning 7280 4850 2420 210 110 3450 2670 330 170 75
76 Architecture 2820 2010 800 100 80 1700 460 150 170 76
77 Building 2730 1580 1140 40 20 860 1630 80 ~ 77
78 Environmental technologies 370 240 130 ~ 0 210 100 50 0 78
79 Town & country planning 1310 980 340 70 0 650 480 60 ~ 79
80 Other architectural studies 40 30 ~ 0 ~ 20 10 0 0 80
81 Balanced combinations within architecture, building & planning 10 ~ ~ 0 0 10 0 0 0 81

82 11. Social, economic & political studies 26930 19950 6960 340 460 22410 3060 30 80 82
83 Economics 5830 5120 710 ~ ~ 4910 670 ~ 40 83
84 Sociology 6060 4430 1620 50 90 5050 730 20 ~ 84
85 Social policy & administration 1250 770 480 ~ 140 1010 90 0 ~ 85
86 Social work 2920 790 2120 240 150 2080 350 ~ ~ 86
87 Anthropology 830 610 220 ~ 0 730 90 0 0 87
88 Psychology (without significant element of biological science) 2070 1470 600 0 ~ 1800 270 0 0 88
89 Geography (unless solely as a physical science) 2420 2300 120 ~ 0 2190 200 0 20 89
90 Politics 3050 2550 500 ~ ~ 2500 370 0 0 90
91 Other social studies 340 230 110 20 ~ 310 10 0 0 91
92 Balanced combinations within social, economic & political studies 2170 1680 490 0 60 1820 270 ~ ~ 92

93 12. Law 11970 9500 2470 100 150 10120 1300 20 ~ 93
94 Law 11970 9500 2470 100 150 10120 1300 20 ~ 94
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95 13. Business & administrative studies 40450 29410 11000 2220 480 19000 17130 340 40 95
96 Business & management studies 23390 16570 6790 1970 400 9500 10290 300 40 96
97 Operational research 40 30 ~ 0 0 30 ~ 0 0 97
98 Financial management 1110 870 240 10 ~ 540 460 40 0 98
99 Accountancy 4960 3920 1030 10 50 3570 1250 0 0 99

100 Marketing & market research 3240 2560 680 0 10 1550 1580 0 0 100
101 Industrial relations 690 520 170 0 0 390 310 0 0 101
102 Catering & institutional management 4130 2670 1460 180 10 1250 2610 0 0 102
103 Land & property management 450 330 120 20 0 310 90 0 0 103
104 Transport, other business & admin studies 370 240 130 40 0 180 150 0 0 104
105 Balanced combinations within business & administrative studies 2080 1700 380 ~ 0 1680 400 0 0 105

106 14. Librarianship & information science 6440 4890 1550 50 ~ 5330 920 ~ 0 106
107 Librarianship ~ ~ ~ 0 0 ~ ~ 0 0 107
108 Information science 430 310 120 10 0 300 ~ 0 0 108
109 Communication studies 1360 1060 300 ~ 0 880 470 ~ 0 109
110 Media studies 3660 2720 940 30 ~ 3300 310 ~ 0 110
111 Publishing 70 40 20 0 0 20 50 0 0 111
112 Journalism 840 690 150 0 0 760 70 0 0 112
113 Balanced combinations within librarianship & information science 90 70 20 0 0 80 10 0 0 113

114 15. Languages 17470 14790 2670 180 ~ 9870 7130 90 30 114
115 Linguistics 470 380 90 0 0 360 110 0 0 115
116 Comparative literature 180 130 50 0 0 170 ~ 0 0 116
117 English 7710 6380 1320 70 ~ 6970 530 ~ 30 117
118 American studies 630 570 60 ~ 0 300 320 0 0 118
119 Celtic languages, literature & culture 140 110 30 0 0 120 20 0 0 119
120 Latin language & literature 10 10 0 0 0 10 ~ 0 0 120
121 Ancient Greek language & literature ~ 0 ~ 0 0 ~ ~ 0 0 121
122 Classics 570 530 40 0 0 540 30 0 0 122
123 Other ancient languages & related studies 40 30 10 0 0 30 10 0 0 123
124 French language, literature & culture 910 820 100 ~ 0 80 810 20 ~ 124
125 German language, literature & culture 360 330 30 ~ 0 20 340 ~ 0 125
126 Italian language, literature & culture 130 110 20 0 0 ~ 120 ~ 0 126
127 Spanish language, literature & culture 310 280 30 0 0 10 300 ~ 0 127
128 Portuguese language, literature & culture ~ ~ ~ 0 0 ~ ~ 0 0 128
129 Latin American languages, literature & culture 80 50 30 0 0 0 80 ~ 0 129
130 Scandinavian languages, literature & culture 40 30 ~ 0 0 0 40 0 0 130
131 Russian languages, literature & culture 80 50 30 0 0 ~ 80 0 0 131
132 Slavonic & East European languages, literature & culture 20 10 ~ 0 0 10 10 0 0 132
133 Other European languages, literature & culture 620 490 130 ~ 0 200 420 ~ ~ 133
134 Chinese languages, literature & culture 90 80 10 0 0 0 90 0 0 134
135 Japanese languages, literature & culture 70 50 20 0 0 0 70 0 0 135
136 Other Asian languages, literature & culture 50 30 20 0 0 20 30 0 0 136
137 Modern Middle Eastern languages, literature & culture 70 40 30 0 0 ~ 60 0 0 137
138 African languages, literature & culture 20 10 10 0 0 20 ~ 0 0 138
139 Other language studies 390 230 160 100 0 140 90 0 0 139
140 Other or unspecified modern languages 820 720 90 0 0 20 780 20 0 140
141 Balanced combinations within languages 3670 3310 360 0 0 850 2770 50 0 141
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142 16. Humanities 10460 8490 1960 60 40 9410 900 ~ 40 142
143 History 5690 4890 800 30 ~ 5220 420 ~ 10 143
144 Economic & social history 220 200 20 ~ 0 180 10 0 20 144
145 History of art 980 770 210 ~ ~ 870 110 0 0 145
146 History & philosophy of science 40 20 20 20 0 20 0 0 0 146
147 Archaeology 460 330 130 0 0 430 30 0 0 147
148 Philosophy 1070 880 190 0 ~ 970 100 0 0 148
149 Theology & religious studies 1220 830 390 ~ 40 1020 150 0 10 149
150 Other humanities 190 130 70 0 0 180 10 0 0 150
151 Balanced combinations within humanities 590 460 130 0 0 520 60 0 0 151

152 17. Creative arts & design 28800 20820 7930 440 110 23410 3900 20 20 152
153 Fine art 4100 2580 1510 100 0 3570 310 20 0 153
154 Design studies 13640 9620 4000 110 80 10900 1970 ~ 0 154
155 Music 3700 2950 750 0 ~ 2910 640 0 0 155
156 Drama 3870 3160 700 10 20 3680 150 0 0 156
157 Cinematics 1270 950 320 30 0 1160 30 0 0 157
158 Crafts 140 100 40 ~ 0 100 50 0 0 158
159 Beauty & hairdressing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 159
160 Art & design other 1700 1150 540 180 0 800 670 0 20 160
161 Balanced combinations within creative arts & design 380 310 70 0 0 300 80 0 ~ 161

162 18. Education 14180 10040 4130 60 520 6270 6970 120 ~ 162
163 Teacher training 10270 7270 2990 ~ 480 3210 6250 120 0 163
164 Physical education 2380 1910 470 ~ 20 1890 460 0 ~ 164
165 Academic studies in education 580 270 310 40 ~ 430 110 0 0 165
166 Techniques in teaching children 80 30 50 0 0 80 0 0 0 166
167 Techniques in teaching adults 100 60 40 0 ~ 80 20 ~ 0 167
168 Education for those with special needs 30 10 20 ~ 0 20 ~ 0 0 168
169 Technology in education 20 ~ 20 0 10 ~ 0 0 0 169
170 Management & organisation of education 120 60 70 ~ 0 0 120 0 0 170
171 Other topics in education 530 390 140 0 0 490 0 0 0 171
172 Balanced combinations within education 80 50 30 0 0 70 10 0 0 172

173 19. Combined 36820 29240 7530 380 130 27200 8460 160 160 173
174 Combined or general science 2740 2250 490 260 30 1530 890 30 0 174
175 Combined or general social science 900 730 180 30 0 860 10 0 0 175
176 Combined or general arts 1740 1200 540 20 30 1620 60 ~ ~ 176
177 Other combined or general courses/modular courses 5770 3630 2120 ~ 60 4290 1250 0 ~ 177
178 Combined general & leisure courses not elsewhere specified 80 70 20 0 0 10 70 0 0 178
179 Research methods 20 10 ~ 0 0 10 ~ 0 0 179
180 Balanced combination across different subject areas 25570 21360 4200 80 ~ 18870 6170 120 150 180
181 Subject unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 181

182 Total - All subject areas 318340 241970 76080 7000 3610 196360 93550 9680 1330 182

In this table, all numbers between one and nine have been expressed as ~. Other numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest ten. 
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