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Introduction 
This publication is one of three reference volumes being produced for the first time by the Higher Education Statistics 
Agency (HESA), which present statistics about the publicly-funded higher education institutions of the United Kingdom. 

This volume includes statistics about the first destinations of graduates, including employment rates, participation in 
further education and training, etc. A summary tabulation at institution level is included. This publication is a replacement 
and extension of the USR green volume (Volume 3 - First Destinations of University Graduates). 

The other volumes are: 

Students in Higher Education Institutions - which has put together, for the first time on a consistent basis, 
statistical data about all aspects of students in higher education institutions, including their examination results. 
Tabulations also cover subjects of study at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. This publication is aimed at 
those seriously interested in finding out about issues concerning students in higher education. This volume 
replaces and extends the data previously included in the USR red volume (Volume 1 - Students and Staff in 
Higher Education) although staff data is now included in the HESA Resources publication, detailed below. 

Resources of Higher Education Institutions - which draws on HESA’s collection of data about finance and 
staff in higher education. Tabulations are included which record and analyse the income and expenditure of 
universities and colleges (with data shown at institution level) and also about the characteristics of academic 
staff (including gender balance within academic subject departments, ethnicity, etc.). This volume replaces and 
extends the data previously included in the USR blue volume (Volume 2 - Finance of Higher Education) and 
now includes staff data formerly presented in the USR red volume. 

Whilst HESA intends to publish extensively from the data it collects, it is recognised that specific requirements by some 
interested parties may not be addressed. Therefore, the agency undertakes to provide a service to answer ad hoc 
enquiries about the data collected, for which a charge may be levied.  

There are a number of other organisations who publish statistical data about higher education; a list of these is included 
at the back of this publication. 

Notes on Coverage of FDS Data 

1. The Reference Date for the FDS was 31 December 1995.  Institutions were asked to report the destinations of
qualifiers which had been firmly determined by this date and which took effect not later than 31 March 1996.

2. The HESA FDS Target Population contains all higher education (HE) students for whom first destination data was
expected.  The figures contained within the volume and data report tables reflect the records which were actually returned
to HESA. (Approximately 81% of students for whom first destination information was expected had data returned to
HESA).

3. The HESA FDS Target Population includes all students obtaining relevant qualifications during the period 1 October
1994 to 31 July 1995 whose study was primarily full-time (which includes full-time and sandwich modes plus those
students writing up theses).
4. Note that the definition of full-time is different for the First Destination return than that used for the Individualised
Student return. In particular, writing-up students are included in the definition of full-time on the First Destination return,
but not on the Individualised Student Record.

5. In 1994/95, the first year of collection, the FDS relates to students qualifying in the ten month period 1 October
1994 to 31 July 1995.  The FDS for 1995/96 and subsequent years will relate to students qualifying in the twelve
month period 1 August to 31 July (the academic/financial year).
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6. In this first year of data collection, HESA has given an undertaking to institutions that response rates for each
institution to the FDS will not be published, and so, the target population from which first destination information might
be expected has not been displayed in Tables 7a and 7b of the volume.

It can be seen that total numbers of full-time postgraduates and undergraduates at each institution are indicated in Tables 
7a and 7b to give an indication of the size of the institution.  These numbers represent the total number of full-time 
postgraduates or undergraduates active as at 1 December 1994 (all years).  Therefore, these numbers do NOT show the 
total number of students for whom a first destination record was expected. 

7. It can also be seen from Tables 7a and 7b that there are a number of institutions where there are no reported known
destinations but where totals of postgraduates or undergraduates at the institution are shown.

This can be explained because students included in the student body of the institution (i.e. in the totals) may fall outside 
the coverage of the FDS return. 

8. Relevant qualifications for the First Destination return are postgraduate degrees, Postgraduate Certificates in
Education (PGCE), first degrees, Diplomas of Higher Education, Certificates of Higher Education, Higher National
Diplomas or Higher National Certificates.


