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Introduction 
This publication is one of four reference volumes from the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA), which present statistics 
about the publicly-funded higher education institutions of the United Kingdom. 

The statistics in this volume are derived from data collected from publicly-funded higher education institutions in the UK by 
HESA. The source data set contains information about the first destinations of students who obtained higher education 
qualifications during the 1996/97 academic year and who had studied for these primarily full-time. A Definitions section is 
included at the back of this book. 

The figures throughout the volume exclude students obtaining higher education qualifications from further education colleges 
and those who studied with private and independent higher education providers. 

1996/97 is the third year for which HESA has collected this data and similar reference volumes were published in July 1996 
and August 1997 based on data collected about those obtaining qualifications during 1994/95 and 1995/96. However, in 
making year on year comparisons, users should note that in 1994/95 data was only collected for students obtaining 
qualifications in a ten month period (1 October 1994 to 31 July 1995) whereas from 1995/96 onwards data relates to students 
qualifying in a twelve month period 1 August to 31 July. 

Students in Higher Education Institutions - which contains statistical data about all aspects of students in higher 
education institutions, including their examination results.  Tabulations also cover subjects of study at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels.  This publication is aimed at those seriously interested in finding out about issues concerning students in 
higher education. 

Resources of Higher Education Institutions - which draws on HESA’s collection of data about finance and staff of higher 
education institutions. Tabulations are included which record and analyse the income and expenditure of universities and 
colleges (with data shown at institutional level) and also about the characteristics of academic staff.  

Higher Education Statistics for the United Kingdom - which is published in conjunction with the Government Statistical 
Service and which presents an overview of higher education from a statistical perspective, including statistics about 
applications, participation, institutional finance and staffing and student awards and loans. 

While HESA publishes, and commissions others to publish, extensively from the data it collects, it is recognised that specific 
requirements by some interested parties may not be addressed. Therefore, the Agency undertakes to provide a service to 
answer enquiries about the data collected, for which a charge will normally be levied. 

This section analyses some of the data contained in the main tables of the volume and presents summary statistics and selected 
key points. 

Information was obtained from 264,251 qualifiers out of a possible 317,597, a response rate of 83.2%. Information about first 
destinations was linked to information already held by HESA about students and their studies to enable the analyses set out in 
this volume to be generated. 

Key Points 

• Of the 264,300 former higher education students whose destination was known, 62% (164,500) reported their first
destination as employment in 1997, compared with 61% in 1996.

• A further 19% (49,300) of former students were continuing their education or training in 1997, compared with 20%
in 1996. In addition, 6% (14,800) were assumed to be unemployed in 1997, compared with 7% in 1996.

• Of the 193,500 first degree graduates whose destination was known, 120,600 (62%) reported their first destination as
employment, 36,900 (19%) were continuing their education or training and 12,400 (6%) were assumed to be
unemployed.

• The percentage of students (of known destination) assumed to be unemployed among former postgraduates was 3%
in 1997 compared with 4% in 1996 and for those who obtained undergraduate diplomas and certificates the
percentage in 1997 was 4% compared with 5% in 1996.
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• In 1997, 6% of males whose destinations were known were assumed to be unemployed compared with 5% of
females.

• Of those whose destination was known, 59% (113,900) of first degree graduates found employment in the UK in
1997, compared with 58% in 1996.  In 1997, 16% of these posts were classified as “Managers & Administrators”,
30% as “Professional Occupations”, 20% as “Associate Professional & Technical Occupations” and 16% as “Clerical
& Secretarial Occupations”.

• Of those qualifying with first degrees, 7% were unemployed and 19% were undertaking further study.

• 4% of all students are working overseas, 39% of them in the EU.

• Among those going into further study, male first degree graduates were almost twice as likely as women to study for a
higher degree by research and significantly more likely to study for a taught higher degree.

Table A - All Qualifiers by First Destination, Level of Qualification Obtained, Domicile and Gender 1996/97

Employment in                
the UK

Employment 
overseas

Undertaking           
study or training

Not available for 
employment,      

study or training
Assumed to be 

unemployed Others Total

Postgraduate
Home

Female 14819 589 976 459 664 112 17619
Male 12063 832 1348 238 701 93 15275

Overseas
Female 679 1385 614 48 108 3741 6575
Male 773 2908 780 141 123 5717 10442

First degree
Home

Female 60309 2321 18447 4359 5303 1246 91985
Male 51557 1955 14711 3359 6600 1112 79294

Overseas
Female 1127 1022 1688 96 239 5588 9760
Male 885 1408 2012 150 212 7764 12431

Other undergraduate
Home

Female 6098 51 3827 227 346 64 10613
Male 3389 68 4514 121 484 95 8671

Overseas
Female 127 27 173 10 17 431 785
Male 48 107 218 7 12 409 801

Total 151874 12673 49308 9215 14809 26372 264251

Table A and Chart 1 show the destinations of all students for whom HESA has information. Overall, 62% of respondents 
reported employment, including self-employment, as their main activity. A further 19% reported that they were undertaking 
further study or training. Only 6% reported that they were unemployed.   

Chart 1 - All Qualifiers by First Destination 1996/97
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Those gaining postgraduate qualifications were least likely to continue in further study or training. However, for these students 
the information is dominated by the reporting of overseas students, who make up 34% of qualifiers and over half of whom are 
reported only as returning home. Such students are included in the ‘Others’ category. 

Overall, first degree graduates had the highest unemployment rate, at 6%, and the highest percentage of qualifiers recorded as 
being unavailable for employment, study or training (4%). The percentage of first degree graduates in employment (62%) and 
the percentage entering further study or training (19%) reflect those for all qualifiers.   

More than twice as many (42%) of those obtaining undergraduate qualifications other than first degrees went on to further 
study or training, and consequently a lower proportion (48%) than among other qualifiers went into employment.   

There were few significant differences in destination patterns between the genders, though overall females were less likely to be 
unemployed (5%) than males (6%) and more likely to be employed (64% compared with 60%). However, these figures were 
influenced by the pattern of destinations of overseas students among whom 58% were male compared with 48% of students 
overall. 

Table B shows information about UK domiciled qualifiers only. Two thirds were reported as being employed in the UK, 
148,235 (66%) and 5,816 (3%) overseas. A further 43,823 (20%) were undertaking further study or training. Overall, 6% of 
UK domiciled qualifiers (7% of first degree graduates) were reported to be unemployed.   

Table B - First Destination of UK Domiciled Qualifiers by Level of Qualification, Gender and Age Group 1996/97

Employment in                
the UK

Employment 
overseas

Undertaking           
study or training

Not available for 
employment,      

study or training
Assumed to be 

unemployed Others Total

Postgraduate
Female

Under 25 years 6141 178 450 93 201 31 7094
25 years & over 8668 411 524 365 463 81 10512

Male
Under 25 years 3450 120 605 66 186 25 4452
25 years & over 8602 711 741 171 514 67 10806

First degree
Female

Under 25 years 48997 2122 14680 3324 3683 912 73718
25 years & over 11293 198 3765 1035 1617 333 18241

Male
Under 25 years 41593 1653 11629 2809 4771 777 63232
25 years & over 9949 302 3075 548 1824 335 16033

Other undergraduate
Female

Under 25 years 3256 40 3022 117 199 41 6675
25 years & over 2829 11 803 110 147 23 3923

Male
Under 25 years 2247 50 3674 94 334 61 6460
25 years & over 1136 18 832 27 149 34 2196

Overall total(1) 148235 5816 43823 8763 14098 2722 223457

(1) Unknown age included in overall total only.

These summary statistics mask differences between those qualifying at different levels. At postgraduate level, 82% reported 
employment in the UK as their main activity, 7% further study or training and 4% reported being unemployed. Statistics for first 
degree graduates reflect the overall figures while among those gaining other undergraduate qualifications, 49% reported 
entering employment in the UK, 43% continuing with further study or training and 4% unemployment.   



Reference Volume: First Destinations of Students Leaving Higher Education Institutions 1996/97 Introduction 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence (1998) Page 4 of 8 

There were some notable differences between qualifiers of different ages and genders. Males aged 25 & over gaining first 
degrees were most likely (11%) of all qualifiers to be unemployed. This compares with 9% of females aged 25 & over gaining 
first degrees. Among first degree graduates aged under 25, men were again more likely to be unemployed than women (8% 
compared with 5%). Among males qualifying at postgraduate level, those aged under 25 were twice as likely (14%) as those 
aged 25 & over to continue into further study or training. Among those gaining qualifications at undergraduate level other than 
first degrees, males were almost twice as likely (6%) to be unemployed than females. 

Table C - UK Domiciled Qualifiers by First Destination, Level of Qualification and Subject of Study 1996/97

Employment in                
the UK

Employment 
overseas

Undertaking           
study or training

Not available for 
employment,      

study or training
Assumed to be 

unemployed Others Total

Postgraduate
Medicine & dentistry 520 61 79 21 28 2 711
Subjects allied to medicine 648 42 85 12 14 2 803
Biological sciences 1099 128 224 23 29 5 1508
Veterinary science 48 7 3 0 0 0 58
Agriculture & related subjects 218 26 41 7 12 2 306
Physical sciences 1484 191 282 32 71 12 2072
Mathematical sciences 295 24 49 9 8 0 385
Computer science 947 36 95 12 41 1 1132
Engineering & technology 1780 133 224 31 68 12 2248
Architecture, building & planning 267 21 19 8 14 2 331
Social, economic & political studies 1528 118 208 61 81 13 2009
Law 278 18 90 13 15 3 417
Business & administrative studies 1803 126 62 50 120 16 2177
Librarianship & information science 371 17 14 11 13 6 432
Languages 584 95 255 35 30 7 1006
Humanities 517 29 287 56 34 10 933
Creative arts & design 593 36 83 22 68 20 822
Education 13624 284 172 281 695 88 15144
Combined 278 29 52 13 24 4 400

First degree
Medicine & dentistry 4122 8 400 10 16 2 4558
Subjects allied to medicine 6845 67 858 204 314 65 8353
Biological sciences 6495 202 3393 661 942 155 11848
Veterinary science 353 5 7 4 6 0 375
Agriculture & related subjects 1289 48 223 110 141 37 1848
Physical sciences 5976 243 3311 566 783 122 11001
Mathematical sciences 1815 42 827 124 175 29 3012
Computer science 4981 130 431 141 389 39 6111
Engineering & technology 9558 295 1677 468 992 122 13112
Architecture, building & planning 3192 100 690 147 274 56 4459
Social, economic & political studies 9929 350 2926 876 1289 239 15609
Law 1747 88 3843 325 264 34 6301
Business & administrative studies 13615 420 1348 901 1281 267 17832
Librarianship & information science 1766 44 225 102 251 46 2434
Languages 6727 1063 3396 677 835 150 12848
Humanities 4213 220 2473 532 617 116 8171
Creative arts & design 8088 263 2139 531 1368 501 12890
Education 9612 141 357 286 451 104 10951
Combined 11543 547 4634 1053 1515 274 19566

Other undergraduate
Medicine & dentistry 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Subjects allied to medicine 3990 16 210 57 81 7 4361
Biological sciences 88 2 341 5 14 3 453
Veterinary science 7 0 2 1 0 0 10
Agriculture & related subjects 457 26 414 28 49 6 980
Physical sciences 100 1 208 7 11 2 329
Mathematical sciences 11 0 58 2 2 0 73
Computer science 593 6 985 20 102 11 1717
Engineering & technology 597 13 864 23 85 15 1597
Architecture, building & planning 216 3 283 12 30 6 550
Social, economic & political studies 991 2 598 32 58 18 1699
Law 13 1 48 1 3 0 66
Business & administrative studies 1543 29 3192 89 190 32 5075
Librarianship & information science 37 0 44 2 11 1 95
Languages 12 1 22 6 7 1 49
Humanities 4 0 18 3 1 0 26
Creative arts & design 653 8 737 37 157 48 1640
Education 50 1 123 6 4 3 187
Combined 125 9 194 17 25 6 376

Total 148235 5816 43823 8763 14098 2722 223457
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Table C shows the destinations of students according to the subject of their qualification. Among postgraduates the overall 
unemployment rate was 4%. This varied across subjects from 0% for veterinary science qualifiers to 8% of those who gained 
qualifications in creative arts & design. Overall, 7% of postgraduate qualifiers went on to further study or training, with this 
proportion varying very widely across subject areas. Humanities (31%), languages (25%) and law (22%) had the highest 
proportion of postgraduate qualifiers who went on to further study while education (1%), business & administrative studies 
(3%) and librarianship & information science (3%) had the lowest.   

Of those qualifying with first degrees, 7% were unemployed and 19% were undertaking further study. Those who had studied 
creative arts & design (11%) and librarianship & information science (10%) were most likely to be unemployed and those 
qualified in medicine & dentistry (less than 0.5%) and veterinary science (2%) least likely. Those qualifying in veterinary 
science (2%) and education (3%) were least likely to continue into further study and those qualifying in law (61%) most likely 
(more than twice as likely as any other subject group).   

People achieving undergraduate qualifications other than first degrees had an overall unemployment rate of 4%. The highest 
rates were among those qualifying in languages (14%) and librarianship & information science (12%). Some 43% of these 
qualifiers were continuing to study. Those qualifying in mathematical sciences (79%) and biological sciences (75%) were most 
likely to continue to study, whereas among those qualifying in subjects allied to medicine the comparable figure was only 5%.   

These subject differences are influenced by the training structures of many professions. Since the numbers of medicine & 
dentistry students is strictly controlled and planned centrally to meet national manpower requirements, it is not surprising that 
very few of those qualifying in medicine & dentistry are unemployed. Some qualifications at both undergraduate (B.Ed.) and 
postgraduate (Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)) level in education lead directly to professional accreditation so 
qualifiers do not need to undertake further study. Similarly, many of the undergraduate qualifications in the subjects allied to 
medicine group lead directly to professional accreditation (nursing for example). Qualifiers in law, however, need to continue 
professional training after graduation for entry to the profession.   

Table D includes only those UK domiciled qualifiers reported as having entered employment and shows the type of occupations 
which they entered. By far the highest proportion (37%) of those leaving higher education entered professional occupations 
with this category including, among others, scientists, engineers, health professionals, teachers, lawyers, accountants, surveyors 
and librarians. Among postgraduate qualifiers the majority (75%) entered such occupations, though this would have been 
heavily influenced by the numbers with PGCE qualifications who would be expected to enter teaching. 

Table D - UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Employment by Level of Qualification, Gender and Standard Occupational Classification 1996/97
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Doctorate degrees
Female 66 1221 128 16 1 4 9 1 7 16 1469
Male 130 2059 238 17 3 7 12 1 18 58 2543

Other PG degrees
Female 738 2100 1146 273 13 46 87 8 48 119 4578
Male 1236 2648 1380 203 34 54 80 16 50 231 5932

PGCE
Female 82 8965 88 110 2 46 39 6 7 16 9361
Male 50 4153 75 50 5 33 17 11 11 15 4420

First degrees
Female 9770 17912 12145 11919 318 3674 5112 272 749 759 62630
Male 8776 17313 11428 6527 971 1980 3403 653 1348 1113 53512

Other Undergraduates
Female 456 630 3913 519 43 205 252 18 83 30 6149
Male 547 527 1154 345 195 152 221 68 162 86 3457

Total 21851 57528 31695 19979 1585 6201 9232 1054 2483 2443 154051
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Chart 2 - UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Employment by Level of Qualification, Gender and Standard
Occupational Classification 1996/97
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Generally there are few differences in the categories of occupation entered by qualified men and women. The salient exception 
is for those obtaining undergraduate qualifications other than first degrees where 64% of women, compared to 34% of men, 
enter associate professional & technical occupations. Otherwise, for those obtaining first degrees, it is noticeable that a 
significantly higher proportion of women (19%) than men (12%) entered clerical & secretarial occupations. The main gender 
discrepancy is between rather than within categories, namely the much higher absolute numbers of women who achieved 
undergraduate and PGCE qualifications and entered, respectively, associate professional & technical and professional 
occupations. This is illustrated in Chart 2.  

Table E - UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Employment by Level of Qualification, Gender and Standard Industrial Classification 1996/97

Postgraduate First Degrees Other Undergraduate Total

Female Male Female Male Female Male

Agriculture & forestry 27 46 280 475 97 192 1117
Fishing 3 5 5 20 0 1 34
Mining & quarrying 44 177 224 533 3 17 998
Manufacturing 641 1271 5701 8002 227 440 16282
Electricity, gas & water supply 56 132 643 713 22 23 1589
Construction 24 112 418 1820 16 122 2512
Wholesale & retail trade/Repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles 
& personal & household goods 214 231 7271 4902 353 378 13349
Hotels & restaurants 38 42 2306 1563 227 169 4345
Transport, storage & communication 153 346 2605 2718 131 154 6107
Financial activities 237 518 4147 4508 128 140 9678
Property development, renting, business & research activities 1145 2233 10087 13523 305 518 27811
Public administration & defence/Social security 966 965 3451 2949 273 211 8815
Education 10103 5640 10061 3351 78 76 29309
Health & social work 1155 577 10506 4152 4030 675 21095
Other community, social & personal service activities 443 383 3935 3376 184 274 8595
Private households with employed persons 2 3 160 36 5 6 212
International organisations & bodies 16 26 80 49 1 1 173
Not known 141 188 750 822 69 60 2030

Total 15408 12895 62630 53512 6149 3457 154051  

Table E also shows only those UK domiciled qualifiers reported as entering employment, but this time shows information about 
the business sector of the organisation which they entered. The highest percentages entered organisations in the education 
sector (19%) and organisations involved in the diverse area of property development, renting, business & research activities 
(18%). The destinations of those obtaining postgraduate qualifications were predominantly in the education sector (56% of all 
postgraduate qualifiers and 66% of the women). 
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Among those graduating with first degrees, the sector of property development, renting, business & research activities  
represented 20% of first destinations. Education sector organisations, at 12%, were on a par with health & social work 
organisations and manufacturing. For women, health & social work (17%), education (16%) and property development, 
renting, business & research activities (16%) were the most popular destinations. Among those gaining undergraduate 
qualifications other than first degrees, employment in the health & social work sector predominated, taking 49% of all qualifiers 
(66% of female qualifiers).   

Table F presents more information about UK domiciled qualifiers entering employment. This table sets out the nature of 
employment - full or part-time, paid or unpaid, UK or overseas and the duration of any contract. The table also shows the 
numbers who were self-employed. These latter numbers were small, representing only 2% of those employed. Only among 
males obtaining undergraduate qualifications other than first degrees was the number of self-employed significantly higher than 
this average at 4%. 4% of all students are working overseas (39% of them in the EU) with the only significant difference being 
among male postgraduates at 6%. Only 1% of qualifiers reported being in unpaid employment. 

Table F - All UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Employment by Level of Qualification, Gender, Employment Category and Duration of Employment 1996/97
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Postgraduate
Female 539 1536 9823 911 159 333 528 173 233 100 589 15408
Male 363 810 8813 706 85 133 264 82 329 75 832 12895

First degree
Female 4940 5994 35045 4901 799 687 3250 976 1064 1161 2321 62630
Male 3598 3698 34140 3899 366 302 1532 536 1542 649 1955 53512

Other undergraduate
Female 182 243 4035 589 35 42 299 79 55 38 51 6149
Male 123 140 2138 408 28 18 135 25 134 27 68 3457

Total 9745 12421 93994 11414 1472 1515 6008 1871 3357 2050 5816 154051

(1) Includes all unknowns.

Among those employed full-time, 74% had contracts which ended after 30 September 1998 or which were permanent.  17% 
were reported as being in employment ending before that date. Among those working part-time, there was more bias towards 
shorter contracts with 27% ending before 30 September 1998 and 55% after that date or permanent. Among those in full-time 
employment, first degree graduates were the group least likely (72%) to have contracts ending after 30 September 1998 or 
which were permanent. Among both postgraduate qualifiers and those gaining first degrees, females were more likely than 
males to have jobs which ended before 30 September 1998. However, among those with part-time jobs this gender difference 
was only significant among those gaining undergraduate qualifications other than first degrees. 
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Table G - UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Further Study by Level of Qualification, Gender and Type of Study 1996/97

Higher degree 
(Research)

Higher degree 
(Taught)

Dip/Cert/        
PGCE/Prof.            

training course First degree Private study
Other study or 

training Total

Doctorate degrees
Female 31 2 20 12 1 4 70
Male 27 8 37 11 3 7 93

Other PG degrees
Female 599 36 158 14 2 17 826
Male 965 55 139 7 8 22 1196

PGCE
Female 15 35 16 7 1 6 80
Male 18 26 12 1 2 0 59

First degrees
Female 1870 5084 10023 671 71 728 18447
Male 2587 5553 5476 611 59 425 14711

Other Undergraduates
Female 6 43 175 3504 4 95 3827
Male 6 66 109 4218 6 109 4514

Total 6124 10908 16165 9056 157 1413 43823

Table G shows more detailed information about those UK domiciled qualifiers who went on to further study or training. A total 
of 43,823 qualifiers reported their main activity as further study or training. Of these the highest number, 16,165 (37%) were 
on postgraduate diploma and certificate courses, including PGCEs. Of those obtaining undergraduate diplomas and certificates, 
93% of those who continued studying registered for a first degree. Very few (163) of those obtaining doctorate qualifications 
went on to further study. Of those who did, 35% were taking postgraduate diplomas/certificates or were on a professional 
training course. 

Chart 3 - UK Domiciled Qualifiers Entering Further Study or Training by Level of Qualification, Gender and
Type of Study 1996/97
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Table B showed that around 20% of both male and female first degree graduates went on to further study. Table G shows, 
however, that this masks differences in the types of further study between the genders. Among first degree graduates, over half 
(54%) of women who continued studying went on to study for postgraduate diplomas, including PGCEs compared with just 
over a third (37%) of men. Male first degree graduates were almost twice as likely as women (18% compared with 10%) to 
study for a higher degree by research and significantly more likely to study for a taught higher degree (38% of men and 28% of 
women). This can be clearly seen in Chart 3. Among those going on to study for postgraduate diplomas/certificates or 
professional training courses 6558 (41%) were studying for qualifications in the teaching professions. 


