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Notes on Coverage

1. The reference date for the First Definition Supplement (FDS) was 31 December 1998. Institutions were asked to report the
destinations of qualifiers in the target population which had been firmly determined by this date and which took effect no
later than 31 March 1999.

2. The HESA FDS target population contains all higher education (HE) students for whom first destination data was
expected. The figures contained within the volume reflect the records which were actually returned to HESA. 83.1% of
students for whom first destination information was expected had data returned to HESA.

3. The HESA FDS target population includes all students reported to HESA for the reporting period 1 August 1997 to
31 July 1998 as obtaining relevant qualifications and whose study was primarily full-time (including sandwich students
and those writing-up theses). In the first year of collection of the FDS, 1994/95, the FDS related to students qualifying
in the 10 month period 1 October 1994 to 31 July 1995. Care should therefore be taken in making comparisons
between this volume and the 1994/95 version as changes may be due to this change in coverage.

4. Note that the definition of full-time is different for the first destination return than that used in the Individualised Student
Record. In particular, writing-up students are included in the definition of full-time on the first destination return, but not
on the Individualised Student Record.

5. Relevant qualifications for the first destination return are postgraduate degrees, Postgraduate Certificates in Education
(PGCEs), first degrees (excluding intercalated degrees), Diplomas of Higher Education, Certificates of Higher Education,
Higher National Diplomas or Higher National Certificates. Therefore the population for the FDS return does not necessarily
represent the full cohort graduating during the reporting period.

Notes to Table 7 
University of London is a confederal organisation. The Colleges of the University, shown separately in the HESA reference 
volumes, are: 

Birkbeck College 
Institute of Education 
Goldsmiths College 
Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine 
King’s College London 
London Business School 
London School of Economics and Political Science 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
The School of Oriental and African Studies 
The School of Pharmacy 
Queen Mary and Westfield College 
Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine 
Royal Holloway and Bedford New College 
The Royal Veterinary College 
St. George’s Hospital Medical School 
United Medical and Dental Schools of Guy’s and St Thomas’s Hospitals 
University College London 
Wye College 
(Heythrop College is also a College of University of London, but is not included in HESA statistics as it is not 
publicly-funded.) 

In addition, the institutes within the umbrella of University of London (Institutes and activities) are: 
British Institute in Paris 
Courtauld Institute of Art 
School of Slavonic and East European Studies 
University Marine Biological Station 
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The Institute of Cancer Research 
School of Advanced Study comprises: 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
Institute of Classical Studies 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies 
Centre for English Studies 
Institute of Germanic Studies 
Institute of Historical Research 
Institute of Latin American Studies 
Institute of Romance Studies 
Institute of United States Studies 
Warburg Institute. 

HESA currently presents the official name of institutions in its institution level tables, and responds to approved changes as 
necessary. However, there are institutions that are known by other names. Some of these are as follows:  

The Victoria University of Manchester is also known as the University of Manchester 
University of Wales, Cardiff is also known as Cardiff University. 

Since the production of these tables the following institutions have changed their names: 

Chichester Institute of Higher Education is now University College Chichester 
Queen Margaret College is now Queen Margaret University College, Edinburgh. 

Transfers from FE to HE in 1997/98 

• Cumbria College of Art and Design, Carlisle

The list of institutions in the HESA reference volumes for 1997/98 has changed and the following institutions are no longer 
shown separately: 

• Charing Cross & Westminster Medical School
• Institute of Psychiatry (associated with King’s College London)
• La Sainte Union College of HE
• Royal Postgraduate Medical School

A first destination return was only required for those students obtaining relevant qualifications for the 1997/98 reporting period 
whose study was full-time, sandwich or writing-up theses. A first destination return was not sought from those students whose 
study was previously part-time. Due to the inclusion of writing-up students who were previously part-time, it should be noted 
that target response rates for those students coded as writing-up may be lower than those coded as full-time. 

A large majority of students attending Birkbeck College are part-time, and as a consequence, response rates for Birkbeck 
College are lower.  

The College of Guidance Studies is a specialist college with all students falling outside the first destination population. 

The majority of students attending the Institute of Advanced Nursing Education are studying whilst in full-time employment, 
consequently a first destination return was not sought from this institution.  

There was an element of under-reporting of undergraduate qualifications obtained by the University of Abertay Dundee, 
resulting in a reduced target population for this institution. 


