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Foreword by the Chief Executive of HESA 
This volume provides a quantitative overview of higher education in the United Kingdom.  It draws, to a certain 
extent, on material which is further analysed or elaborated upon in other HESA publications, and also on material 
provided by the University and Colleges Admissions Service, the Student Loans Company, and others.  I would like 
to express the Agency’s appreciation to these organisations, and also to our colleagues in the Department for 
Education and Employment with whom we have worked closely on many aspects of the volume.   

The current volume marks a point of transition from previous arrangements to a new integrated system of higher 
education statistical information in the United Kingdom which arose from the provisions of Acts of Parliament in 
1992.  Some historical background is therefore both appropriate and necessary, so that the contents of the volume 
may be put into context. 

In 1993, the Department for Education produced the first volume of Higher Education Statistics for the United 
Kingdom, in which a range of statistics were set out with particular reference to the year 1990/91.  Following the 
establishment of the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) as the official statistical collection and 
dissemination agency for higher education, a second volume was produced in 1995 by the new Agency, in 
conjunction with the Government Statistical Service, which updated the previous volume by two years.  

HESA’s role required it to collect, for the first time on a consistent basis, data from all of the universities and 
colleges of higher education throughout the United Kingdom, in the year 1994/95.  That data collection process is 
complete, and encompasses data concerned with students (and their first destinations after completing their 
studies), academic staff and finance.   

This present volume is therefore the first to be constructed largely from data collected systematically and 
consistently from all higher education institutions (HEIs) within the United Kingdom.  It follows from the introduction 
of these new data collection arrangements and definitions that comparisons with information published in 
previous years should be approached with caution.  

The purpose of this present volume is therefore firstly to update the last volume by a further two years, thus 
including data for the year 1994/95, and secondly, through a Supplement which will be issued at the beginning of 
1997, to provide a commentary on the bridging of data series across the transitional period, and to give some time 
series comparisons in particularly important areas.  This commentary will explain the differences in coverage and 
definitions introduced through the HESA data collections, with particular emphasis on the student record.  Some 
footnotes to the tables in this volume draw attention to areas of change, but it should also be noted that all tables 
giving student numbers are not susceptible to simple comparison with previously published statistics.  
Further guidance will be contained in the Supplement. 

I hope that the volume and its Supplement will provide an important source of reference for all who are interested in 
the higher education sector in the United Kingdom. 

Brian Ramsden 
Chief Executive 

October 1996 
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