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Table 21 - International comparisons : Higher education new entrant and qualification rates 1992/93

Typical length of course (years) New entrant rate(1) Qualification rates(2) 1992/93

1st degree Sub-degree All HE Bachelors Masters(3) 

1 Australia(4) 3-4 3 52(5) 26 .. 1
2 Austria 4-6 2-3 34 . 8 2
3 Belgium 4 3 53 - 14 3
4 Canada 4 3 .. 32 5 4
5 Denmark 3-5 1-3 53 22 8 5
6 Finland(6) 5-6 3-4 .. 7 12 6
7 France 4-5 2-3 48 .. 15 7
8 Germany, Fed. 6 2 48 . 13 8
9 Italy 4-6 2-4 42 1 10 9
10 Japan(7) 4 2-3 55 23 2 10
11 Netherlands 4 4 40 18 9 11
12 Spain 3-5 3 43 8 12 12
13 Sweden 4 0-3 52 11 . 13
14 United Kingdom(8) 3-4 1-3 37 52(9) 62(10) 20(11) 7 14
15 USA 4 2 65(5) 27 9 15

Source: Department for Education and Employment.
(1) Full-time courses. Excludes postgraduates and those already qualified in higher education irrespective of age. The denominator
is the population in the theoretical entry within a country.
(2) Annual flow of students qualifying, divided by the average population of the theoretical graduation age group.
(3) In some countries, masters degree is considered as a first degree.
(4) Includes Technical and Further Education (TAFE) enrolments, some of which are classified as below HE level.
(5) 1991 data.
(6) Masters is normally the first degree, but Bachelor's degree is planned in many fields.
(7) Includes advanced students in special training schools (SENSHUs) some of whose may be below sub-degree level.
(8) Excludes private HE.
(9) Full-time and part-time entrants in 1992.
(10) Full-time and part-time entrants in 1994.
(11) Includes estimated public sector professional.
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