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HESA data collection system 
File format 
Data can be submitted in either its standard raw format (fixed-length or comma separated ASCII files) or compressed using PKZip/WinZip. Compressing data can sometimes solve the problem of not being able to send large amounts of data through the institution's Firewall (the protection between your computer and the Internet). In order for data to be processed successfully at HESA each Zip archive must contain one file only. The submission of data to HESA goes through three main stages; submission-level operations, the COMMIT transaction and return-level operations. If you require information about the HESA data collection system please click here http://submit.hesa.ac.uk and go to Help Guide. 
The dataset 
The record includes 65 fields, not all of which will be relevant for all leavers - the selection of appropriate fields will depend on their individual circumstances. The record specification has been devised in such a way that institutions are required to return a valid entry in all fields for all respondents. Where appropriate default values are available; the notes to each field set out the circumstances in which these defaults should be used. 
A ‘core' dataset has been specified which identifies those fields which institutions must complete in order to provide a valid response for an individual leaver. These ‘core' fields do not allow any default values for the leavers to whom they apply. The core fields are fields F1-F6, F9, F10, F33, F36, F47-F50, F64 (for Research Council leavers) and F65. 
Institutions are required to meet the full data specification. Doing so will enable the higher education community to present the best possible statistics, and therefore the best possible statement of its total contribution. It will also enable HESA to have in place a sound basis for time series comparisons for future years. HESA is firmly of the view that HE institutions have nothing to lose, and much to gain, from the provision of comprehensive information about their work. 
Who to contact during data collection 
Institutions should consider Institutional Liaison (IL) as a general first point of contact during (and outside of) data collection. Please therefore contact the Agency's IL team at HESA or email liaison@hesa.ac.uk. 
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