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FSR
Q1. The operational documentation on the HESA website is version 1.2 but the FSR template refers to version 1.1. 
A The versioning on the website was correct. The coding manual was version 1.2 (Documentation version in the Revision history) but it was version 1.1 (Element version in the Revision history) of the FSR template.  
Q2. Compatibility checks - There are some situations where there is income/expenditure something to report in the FSR but no students or staff - this happens each year and each year HESA questions this institution about it. 
A HESA treats each year separately but is planning to build up knowledge of institutional profiles. 
Q3. Are there any plans for EMS and TRAC to interact with FSR? 
A HESA is taking on the management of the Estates Management Statistics (EMS) 2009/10 so there maybe an opportunity for some interaction between the FSR and EMS. EMS is due to have some pre-population from Finance and other collections. HEFCE have confirmed that TRAC is a costing methodology and there are no reconciliation checks between the annual TRAC return and the HESA FSR.  
Q4. Is there a reason why HESA does not pre-populate the FSR with the previous year's data, as it is unlikely that there will be any changes to it? 
A The previous year's data is the previous year's data as 're-stated' in the current year's accounts. This may not be the same as the previous year's submitted data, and hence it cannot be pre-populated by HESA. HESA will look into the possibility of pre-populating the previous year's data for the future. However this would then need to be adjusted by institutions to take account of re-stated figures. 
Q5. Why are the other returns collected earlier in the year and closed off completely before the FSR collection is opened? 
A The schedule of collection is dictated by the onwards use of the data. The FSR data informs funding allocation in the Spring. 
HE-BCI  
Q1. The definition of SME is different in the HE-BCI Survey, the Knowledge Transfer Return and the Inland Revenue. Which version is correct? 
A The definition in the HE-BCI Survey is the new European definition. Institutions should use the definition provided in the HESA guidance. 
Q2.  The HE-BCI Survey is optional for institutions in Scotland. Are they losing out by not taking part? Will it become mandatory in Scotland? 
A It is not mandatory to return the HE-BCI Survey in Scotland but SFC do strongly advise that institutions in Scotland do return it. HESA is not able to confirm whether it will become a mandatory return in Scotland. 
Q3. Match funding can be included in the HE-BCI Survey according to the guidance but not all match funding is income. 
A Match funding can be income in certain circumstances, and therefore can be included where this is true.   
Q4. Will the 2007/08 HE-BCI data be available? 
A Yes, the HE-BCI file can be downloaded from the HEFCE website. 
Q5. Cross-checking: Will we know where HESA plans to undertake cross-checking between the FSR and HE-BCI Survey Part B? 
A The cross-checking rules are detailed in the first page of the HE-BCI Part B template.  
Q6. Is there a list of SMEs? 
A The only source that we are aware of is Companies House. 
Q7. Could a definition of 'In kind' be given? 
A Payment in kind refers to payment for goods or services with a medium other than legal tender (anything can be used as money, but legal tender is what the State accepts for all debts). From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In-kind. HE-BCI seeks to use income to the HEI as a proxy for impact of the activity on the economy and society and therefore exclusion of in-kind contributions gives an incomplete picture. However, in-kind contributions (such as access to data or equipment) should only be included where the financial value has been specified in the formal contract or collaborative agreement etc. Worked examples are available in the main guidance for HE-BCI Part B Table 1. 
Q8. Institutions are required to return information about  'In kind' contributions but it isn't something which is in there financial accounts. What to do as collaborative activities and in kind collation is difficult to estimate/collate? 
A An HEI suggested that colleagues could use flags on their internal records and then it can be used for such things as the HESA return.  
Q9. Will HESA undertake audits of the HE-BCI survey? 
A HESA does not have the power to audit. Best guesses are sufficient where appropriate to make them.  Take guidance, particularly in the case of the HE-BCI elements, from HEFCE.  
Q10.  Are there any plans to help institutions by developing a single IT platform which all institutions could use to ensure they are all 'singing from the same hymn sheet'?  
A We try to ensure the generic parts of the return are captured easily, but it would be unrealistic to develop such a system as we would be unable to focus on the individuality of each institution. 
Q11. Graduate spin out companies - institutions are unable to easily identify these, the information is captured in the DLHE Survey which is collected too late for the information to be used in the HE-BCI Survey. Also some companies are not obliged to give the institution information if the company is not shared ownership.  So is the data meaningful if some HEIs cannot effectively capture it?  
A Data may not be complete but will be useful as a proxy for the extent to which HEIs are engaged in graduate start-up activity. 
Q12. Please could HESA provide a Word or pdf version of HE-BCI Table A questions and responses? 
A Yes, a pdf version has been added to the C08031 coding manual web page at www.hesa.ac.uk/C08031. 
Q13. Will HESA be applying data quality checks to ensure that all HEIS are using the allocation definitions consistently? 
A HESA is not modifying the survey this year, but agree that checks will need to be place to ensure consistency in reporting.  Possibly an evaluation of the survey could be undertaken. 
Q14. HESA only have one contact that receives the access code and one pincode - can colleagues in institution use it? 
A Yes, it is within the HEI discretion to whom has access to the codes.  
Q15. The warnings on the HEFCE HE-BCI Survey 2007/08 were colour coded and some commentary was attached to these.  Will such a facility be used now HESA manages it? 
A HESA's manages data quality checking differently from HEFCE. Warnings will be identified when HESA undertake checking. Institutions can obtain feedback during the collection. HESA will work with HEFCE to look at what kind of DQA issues should be flagged up.   
Q16. Will I be able to see my institution's responses for last year when I go to complete the Part A web form survey? 
A The HE-BCI Part A web form survey is pre-populated with last year’s responses where this has been possible. The following questions are not pre-populated with last year’s responses for the following reasons: Question 2 is not pre-populated because the codes have completely changed from SIC2003 last year to SIC2007 this year. Question 5 is not pre-populated because the Sector Skills Councils have been updated this year. Question 20 is not pre-populated due to the nature of the question; the question is asking for a description of changes since last year. Question 21b is not pre-populated as it is new this year. All other questions are pre-populated with last year’s responses. 
Q17. Will I be able to see my institution's responses for last year when I view the Part A Summary Report? 
A The HE-BCI Part A Summary Report will show last year’s responses where this has been possible. The following questions do not show last year’s responses for the following reasons: Question 2 codes have completely changed from SIC2003 last year to SIC2007 this year. Question 5 is not shown because the Sector Skills Councils have been updated this year. Question 21b is not shown as it is new this year. All other questions show last year’s responses. 
General
Q1. How will we know which version of the form is the final version?  
A We can never be sure but anticipate that the final version will be the version live at the end of October. 
Q2. HEIs used to return their intended assignment of cost centre/academic department allocation to HEFCE, this survey has not been undertaken why not anymore? 
A HEFCE have advised that they have in the past collected data on assignments of departments to cost centres. Collection of this data has been put on hold. HEFCE make limited use of the data and recognise that collecting it places a burden on institutions and themselves and therefore have not collected the data as they do not have an immediate use. 
Q3. Are there any plans to commission analysis of the extent of variations of data reported across institutions? 
A There are no plans at the moment, but it something that could be considered in the future. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
